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CHURCH OFFICE 
Mailing Address 

612 S Ellsworth Rd 
Mesa AZ  85208 

Phone 480.984.5555 
FAX 480.984.3115 

Email address: 
info@oursaviorslutheran.org 

 

Website: 
www.oursaviorslutheran.org 

 

PASTORS  
J Mark Halvorson - 219-6760 
Myron E Nysether - 982-9457 
Megan Clapp - 651-600-8357 

Assisting Pastor 
John M Braaten 

Intern Pastor 
Eric Clapp 

  

Administrative Manager 
Jason Gahm 

Secretaries 
Phyllis Keith– EM 
Jackie Kruse– AJ 

Lorayne Thompson– EM 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President 

Bob Keller - 325-8901 
Vice President 

Steve Reiland - 807-5936 
Secretary 

Tracie Curtis - 906-360-0246 
Treasurer 

John Malmberg - 671-6337 
Assistant Treasurer 
Kim Bergh - 984-5555 

Administration 
David Anderson - 357-9976 

Care  
Carol Meshefski - 218-7270 

Discipleship 
Jennifer Uphoff - 888-9785 

Epiphany Campus 
Stan Lehman - 671-3666 
Gold Canyon Campus 
Glen Mesker - 671-4001 

Mission 
Ron Nordin - 988-3810 

Welcome  
Keri Young - 313-2898 

Worship 
Bobbi Salzbrun -  983-8171 

EM OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 
7:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Friday   
7:30 am - 12:00 Noon 

AJ OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 
9:00 am - Noon 

GC OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 
9:00 am - Noon 

East Mesa Campus 

OUR SAVIOR’S 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

53,260 55,707 

11,659 12,104 

7,923 10,760 

75,289 76,124 

YEAR-TO-DATE ATTENDANCE 
 2011    2010 
 East Mesa 

 Epiphany - AJ 

 Gold Canyon 

 Total 

 

WHAT IS CROSSROADS? It’s a small group 
study for women in their 30's and 40's.  Join us as 
we discuss the joys and challenges of the balancing 
act of faith, family, work and the rest of life. 
 

The first meeting is January 5 at 7pm at the East 
Mesa Campus. We’ll continue to meet on the first 
& third Thursdays thereafter. 

http://www.oursaviorslutheran.org/seasonal-services.html
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Happy New Year!  I pray that 2012 will be another year of growth in the Mission and Ministry 
of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  As we look back on 2011, we are so thankful for the leading of 
the Holy Spirit and we know that as we are open to the Spirit’s guidance we will go forward pro-
claiming the Gospel of Grace in word and deed. 

An indication of how the Holy Spirit is active in the lives of the people of OSLC may be clearly 
seen in the response to several opportunities in the last several weeks of 2011.  Here is a sum-
mary of the response:   

Thanksgiving Dinners for the Needy - $2,900.00 
Christmas Dinners for the Needy - $2,700.00 
Angel Tree Gifts for Children – 266 
I-Help Gift Cards for Homeless Women – 135 cards ($1,600.00) 
Pennies for Sunshine Acres - $727.00 

Just think of the number of lives touched!  Jesus tells us that when we help the poor, the needful, the 
“least of the brethren,” we are doing the work of the Gospel.  Others are blessed and we are blessed even 
more! 

In January I will be offering a three part course on Lutheran Basics, which many have indicated they 
would like to attend.  The first session will be focused on Lutheran History and will take place at the East Me-
sa Campus.  The second session will be a review of Lutheran Doctrine and will be held at the Epiphany Cam-
pus.  The third session will be a review of Luther’s Small Catechism and will be held at 
the Gold Canyon Campus. Please see the announcement elsewhere in the newsletter 
for more information. 

Also in January, Pastor Megan and Intern Pastor Eric will be offering Bible Study 
opportunities announced elsewhere in the Newsletter, as well as on the website. 

The New Year is going to be another great year for OSLC, as we follow Jesus in 
witness, worship and work. 

 
       Pr. Myron Nysether 

Once again, it is my pleasure to have this opportunity to visit with the congregation via the 
newsletter. I am constantly amazed at the positive response by members, and winter visi-
tors, with their TIME, TALENTS, and TREASURE. The volunteers, in every area, mean so much 
to the operation of OSLC… saving countless dollars in expenses. There is one person who has 
been a “fixture” at OSLC… doing about everything in repair, installing and building… I’m 

guessing, but I think for 20 years or more… on behalf of all of us… thank you… Wyman Peterson… you are 
special! 
 
My primary area of responsibility on the Council is Finance and Property. Keeping up the parking lots of our 
three campus parish and replacing air conditioners are big ticket items. There are many “to do” items on our 
list, but some cannot be postponed... like when it’s 110 degrees and an air conditioner goes out. We all 
know that costs keep going up every year. 
 
I believe we have been blessed with outstanding Pastors over the years and I consider it an honor to work 
along side an outstanding group on our Church Council. I believe OSLC is a place where “The Gospel” is 
preached… and the Holy Spirit is at work in our midst! If we all work together, every-
thing will work to the Glory of our Lord! 
 
       Dave Anderson 
       Council Member for Administration 
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Suppers for Six will be returning in January! 
This is a great way to really get to know folks in our church family! 

 

 Fill out the information cards that will very soon be located at all campuses. 
Specify if you are participating as a single, couple, or family, and note if you 
are willing to host the first dinner.  

 You will then be grouped with others from our church.  
 You and your group will decide when you are all available to have dinners 

and who will host the remaining dinners.  
 Enjoy fellowship during the course of at least three meals with others in your 

group!  
 

If you prefer, Dinners do not have to be hosted in your home. You and your group can choose to eat 
at a park or favorite restaurant. Dinners could be potlucks. As long as everyone in your group is in 
agreement, it is up to you how your dinners will happen.  

 

For questions please contact Keri Young at 480-313-2898 or kyoung217@gmail.com. 

Pr Myron Nysether as Jack Benny. 

Fri, Jan. 27th 

@ 7:00 PM 

East Mesa 

Campus 

 

Sat, Jan. 28th 

@ 7:00 PM 

Gold Canyon 

Campus 

 

Sun, Jan. 29th 

@ 2:00 PM 

Epiphany 

 Campus 

Tickets will be available for advance purchase only 
 

Proceeds will go toward the National Youth Gathering trip to New 
Orleans this summer and the Mission Trip to Suriname. 

$20 / ticket 

Mark your calendars! 
Fraud Prevention Workshop 

with Pastor John Schaumburg 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 @ 2:00 pm 
 

East Mesa Campus - Community Room 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 
9:00am - 3:30pm 

Gold Canyon Campus 
Sunday School Rooms 

CARDIOVASCULAR SCREENINGS | $150   
  1. Heart Ultrasound™ 
 2. Atrial Fibrillation 
 3. Stroke Screen (Carotid Arteries) 
 4. Thyroid Screening 
 5. Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) 

ABDOMINAL SCREENINGS | $150 
 1.  Abdominal Organ Screenings 
 (Liver, Kidney, Gallbladder, Pancreas, 
 Spleen, and Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm) 

 

Best value! 11 screenings for 
only $200 

If purchased separately tests are $75 each 
 

Blood Pressure, Pulse & Oxygen Satura-
tion are included with all screenings. 

 

All 14 Tests:  Immediate Written Results  
& Consultation 

 

Appointments required 
Please call: 

602-254-7130 

A Review of Lutheran Basics 
By Pr. Myron Nysether 

Session One: 
Lutheran History -  

A Summary 
Saturday, Jan. 7th @ 

10:00 - 11:30 AM 
East Mesa Campus 

Session Two: 
Lutheran Doctrine -  
The Fundamentals 

Saturday, Jan. 14th @ 
10:00 - 11:30 AM 

Epiphany Campus 

Session Three: 
Luther’s Sm Catechism -  

A Review 
Saturday, Jan. 21st @ 

10:00 - 11:30 AM 
Gold Canyon Campus 

Imagine that your faith is a house. What role does the Bible play in its construction? 
What passages make up the foundation? How does the way we view scripture impact 
our relationship with all of those around us? If you are asking these kinds of questions 
about how you can meaningfully engage with God’s word, then do we have a place for 
you! Join Intern Pastor Eric for a Bible Study that aims to help you dig deeper into the 
Bible and find connections into your everyday life. Hope to see you there! 

4-week Bible Study begins January 9 @ 
Epiphany Campus - 10:30 am 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 
4-week Bible Study begins January 10 @ 

Gold Canyon Campus - 6:30 pm 
◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 

4-week Bible Study begins January 11 @ 
East Mesa Campus - 2:00 pm 
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OSLC EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT GRANT ~ 
   Applications are now available in the East Mesa Campus office and on the sign-up 
table in the Narthex for the Our Savior’s Educational Endowment Grant. The 
deadline for returning the completed forms to the Committee is February 15, 2012. 
Any member in good standing of Our Savior’s is eligible to apply for the OSLC Educa-

tional Endowment Grant. The grant has been established for any high school graduate for continuing educa-
tion or for educational opportunities to facilitate a career change. If you have any questions, please contact 
Diane Ward, Committee Chairperson at 480/380-4246. 

 Lindsay Felthauser - 1/6 
 Sarah McCracken - 1/13 

 Shealyn Wolfe - 1/24 
 Emory Struck - 1/29 

 

 

Saturday, JAN 14TH 
5:00 pm 

APACHE JUNCTION campus 

Free Will offering for dinner 
RSvp:  sign-up sheets at each campus 

Questions contact:  Pr Megan Clapp @ 480-984-5555 
Or 

Kim McCracken @ 602-459-9734 
 

Popcorn and movie theater candy will be part 

of the fun! 

Still looking to donate some funds toward Habitat for Humanity? 
They will gladly use your funds to help families and individuals in 
our communities. Arizona tax law stipulates taxpayers can get a 
dollar for dollar tax credit of up to $400 on a joint return and $200 
on a single return for charitable contributions made to a qualifying 
charitable organization. Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona is 
one of the few organizations that qualify for this credit. 
 

Please mail checks to PO Box 20186, Phoenix, AZ 85036. You will be mailed a receipt for your donation 
from Habitat for Humanity, which you will need when completing your tax return. Donations can also be 
made online at www.habitatcaz.org. 
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EPIPHANY-APACHE JUNCTION CAMPUS 
WINTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday Worship - 8:30 am & 10:15 am 
Sunday School - 8:30 am 

Bible Study - Tuesday - 10:00 am 
 

Phone - 982-1569     

Office Hours:  M-F 9:00am - Noon 

OUR SAVIOR’S QUILTERS— EPIPHANY-APACHE JUNCTION CAMPUS 

meet from 9-11am the 1st & 3rd Thursday in the Friendship Hall.  If you can sew a seam, you 

can put together quilt tops.  If you can tie a knot, you can help tie the quilts.  Itõs a great time 

of fellowship, plus making something that will be given to someone who has little.  If you have 

questions, contact Carolyn Lewis at 288-9161. We donõt keep this a secret, so                          

invite your neighbors and friends to help piece and tie quilts.   What a great time of fellowship!  

OSLC Quilters 

EPIPHANY WOMENõS CIRCLE - will meet on Thursday, January 12 at 9:00 am in the 

Friendship Hall.  Any and all ladies are welcome to come and participate.  

January 2012 Epiphany Campus News 
Now that we have celebrated the birth of our Savior, we can look ahead into the Epiphany season and all that it has for 
us. Little time will pass before we are once again thrown into the Lenten season and we all know where that leads us!   
Isn’t it great that we have a Lord who gives his Son for ALL the people of the earth? The world that we are in often finds 
it very difficult to accept Him in their lives. Too many people have forgotten that without Christ, December would be noth-
ing but another cold 31 days on the calendar! 
A special thanks to Marcie Anderson for heading up the soup lunches and many thanks to all those who provided the 
soups, breads and desserts. Also special thanks to those who got the hall ready for the meals.  The food and fellowship 
topped off the great worship experience that Pastor Braaten prepared for us. A special thanks to those who brought spe-
cial meaning to the Advent season through their portrayal of people close to the event we were preparing for. 
The ever popular “Family Night Dinner” is once again planned for Epiphany campus to host in January. Watch for specif-
ic date and time in your bulletins and signup sheets in the narthex. We will look for willing hands to help prepare the meal 
for all to enjoy. 
Our campus “patio sale” this month is quickly approaching and we are accepting items now. The sale will be on January 
28 and the proceeds will go towards support of the summer reserve fund which supports the lean times in the summer. 
During the month of January, everyone will have an opportunity to hear from our president, Bob Keller and our treasurer, 
John Malmberg as they bring information to all campus locations as to how our financial status for 2012 and beyond is 
being planned for. Look for information in your bulletins for the date, time and place when they will be here at Epiphany 
campus. Stewardship is important to our ministry and each of us has a role in where that stewardship leads us. Please 
take this opportunity to enhance your understanding of this important part of church life and growth. 
I continue to look forward to seeing you at worship. 

 

**** PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW **** 

 

Stan Lehman – OSLC Council Representative 

PRAYERS OVER MESA  meets  at  1:00 pm, Monday, January 9 @ Victory Lutheran. 

Join others to  pray about matters concerning the City of  Mesa and the surrounding area.  
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GOLD CANYON CAMPUSð 

WINTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday Worship - 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Adult Forum - 9:00 am 
Sunday School - 9:00 am 

Phone:  983-7774 
Office Hours:  M - F  9:00 am - Noon 

5301 S Kings Ranch Rd, Gold Canyon 

Naomi Circle - Tuesday, January 10 @ 1:30pm @ 

 Memberõs Homes or EM Campus Library 

Rebecca Circle - Tuesday, January 10 @ 9:30am in 

 the EM Community Room  

Ruth Circle - Tuesday, January 10 @ 1:00pm at  

 Avonne Stennesõ home 

Trilogy Circle - Wednesday, January 18 @ 1:00pm @ 

 Memberõs Homes 

CIRCLE MEETINGS  

GC Bible Study Group - Wednesday, January 11 @ 

 9:00am at the GC Campus  

Joy Circle - Monday, January 9 @ 10:30am at the 

 Monte Vista Conference Room next to Library  

Lydia Circle -  Wednesday, January 11 @ 9:00am in 

 the EM Community Room  

Martha Circle - Thursday, January 12 @ 7:00pm in 

 the EM Administration Conference Room  

Mary Circle - Tuesday, January 10 @ 9:00am at

 Memberõs Homes 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Bazaar Planning Meeting - January 3 @ 10:00 am at the East 

Mesa Campus 

All Campuses Thank Offering - January 14 & 15 - National 

for W-ELCA 

Bazaar & Rummage Sale - February 3 & 4 at the East Mesa 

Campus 

General Board Meeting - February 7 at the East Mesa Cam-

pus 

Greeters  welcome 
members and visitors 
with a smile, hug or 
handshake as they 
arrive in the doors. A 
church greeter is the 
first person people 

see when coming to church. They are the faces of 
our multi -campus ministry, which makes their job 
one of the most important jobs in the church! 
Please support Bev Shalley in her new role as 
Greeter Coordinator  for the East Mesa Campus and 
prayerfully consider becoming a Greeter. Please 
contact Keri Young at 480-313-2898 or 
kyoung217@gmail.com with questions. 

Every good Lutheran loves a good cup of coffee on 
Sunday mornings... however, we are in need of 
some volunteers to help serve. If you would be 
willing to help out with this very important ministry 
at Our Savior's, please contact Keri Young at 480-
313-2898 or kyoung217@gmail.com. 

All coffee is made before you arrive to help serve! 
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FOR THE RECORD MEMBERS  &  ASSOC  MEMBERS: 

Duane Stelter 1/20 

Glenn Graham 1/23 

Nathan Puffer 1/23 

Marvin Schwede 1/24 

Pat Ward 1/24 

Eloise Freed 1/26 

Iola Lee 1/26 

Orlo Ostergaard 1/28 

June Brudvik 1/30 

Kermit Skadberg 1/30 

Laddy Cusick 1/31 

Max Gerber 1/31 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS (90+) 

Lucille Hieger 1/4/16 

Henry Woike 1/4/21 

Signe Brandvold 1/24/21 

Irene Olson 1/24/21 

Alan Adams 1/26/22 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS (80+) 

Riley Dobberstein 1/1 

Chester Trom 1/1 

Delphine Anderson 1/4 

Norma Nordheim 1/6 

Edith Stewart 1/6 

Gerald Brinkman 1/8 

Vera Hartman 1/9 

Grayce Anderholm 1/10 

Rod Boyd 1/13 

Jean Groth 1/13 

Leona Volkert 1/15 

Carroll Anderson 1/17 

Ronald Christianson 1/18 

Lucille Downing 1/18 

Doris Hopkins 1/18 

Max Justman 1/18 

Emily Schneider 1/19 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES (50+) 

Marlin & Mary Mayer 1/4 

Don & Donna Russell 1/14 

Hugo & Jeanette Keller 1/20 

Richard & Jacqueline Mantz 1/22 

Marvin & Janet Dittus 1/23 

Don & Alinet Strang 1/24 

Keith & Shirley Holmes 1/30 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES (60+) 

Earl & Marlys Tommeraasen 1/12/51 

DEATHS IN DECEMBER 

Henry Hieger 12/27 

Loren Hovland 12/27 

 ñOn behalf of our Board of Directors and volunteers, we sincerely thank you for your dona-

tion of $827.00 dated November 3, 2011. The timing of your gift couldnôt be better, as we have 
been dealing with an unprecedented increase in the number of people requesting assistance with 

food.ò 
 

       Sincerely, 

       Liza Kovach, Treasurer 
              Apache Junction Food Bank 

 
ñDear Lutheran Church Families, 

 ñOn behalf of Skyline HS and our families, students, and faculty, I would like to sincerely say óthank youô for your 
most generous gifts. Not only have you sewn quilts for our needy families every year, but you have also been so gener-

ous with your gift cards. Your families truly live by the Golden Rule ólove your neighbor as yourself.ô Without your help 

many families would go without.  
 ñAgain, thank you so much and may the Lord bless each and all with good health, peace, and happiness.ò 

 
          Ellie Rael & Skyline HS 

Communications 

CHECK OUT OUR EAST MESA LIBRARY FOR SOME GREAT READING MATERIAL  
 

 
 

FICTION 
Stolen Innocence by Elissa Wall 

Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo  

 

DVD’s 
The War Within - Finding Hope for Post-

Traumatic Stress 

Oswald Chambers—Abandoned to God 

The Jewish Roots of Christianity 

 

NON-FICTION 
Mending Her Heart by Judy Baer  
Hanna’s Daughters by Marianne Fredriksson  

The Miracle by Irving Wallace  

The Greatest Man Who Ever Lived by 

Watch Tower Bible  

Catechism of the Catholic Church by 

Rev Vincent M Walsh  
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DECEMBER 13, 2011 COUNCIL MEETING: 7:00PM 
Call To Order: Bob Keller 
Present:  Stan Lehman, Bobbi Salzbrun, Keri Young, Glen Mesker, Ron Nordin, Steve Reiland, Bob Keller, John 
Malmberg, Dave Anderson, Carol Meshefski, Pastor Mark Halverson, Pastor Myron Nysether, Megan Clapp, Eric 
Clapp, Jennifer Uphoff and Tracie Curtis.  Absent:  Ginny Glass 

Devotions: Tracie Curtis , a narrative on the Wise Mens' three gifts.                                               
Approve Minutes:     November Council Meeting Minutes.  MSC to approve minutes of the last meeting.   
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Congregation approved solar project, October 9, 2011.  Concord Sustainable has firmed up leasing firm. Con-
tracts signed November 23, 2011 for placement of solar panels at all three campuses. 
2. Question about coordinating committees which are meeting on a regular quarterly basis. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Annual reports for your area due to Jason January 11th, 2012 
2. Discussed draft of 2012 budget from Executive Committee. 
TASK FORCES: 
1. Architarium of Austin Texas installed vaults and plaques November 16th.  First inurnment 12-9-2011.  Dedica-
tion 12-18-2011. 
2. Progress report from Space Utilization Task Force.  No update. 
FINANCIAL REPORT/REVIEWS: John Malmberg: Giving to the General Fund is down $20,000 compared to last 
year for November.  MSC to approve financial reports as presented. 

REPORTS FROM PASTORS: 
Pastor Mark: interviewed potential interns at PLTS for next year.  Update on last year's interns; Daniel Pugh 
hoping for a call to the Southeast and DC hopes to do graduate studies next year.  Vision sermons using the new 
logo have been well received.   Welcome back winter visitors. 
Pastor Myron: Next New member will be February.  12 people attended the hike in November and 30 people 
attended the hockey game 12-10 
Pastor Megan: Enjoys ministry, visits with homebound members, hospital and care center visits.  Men's Bible 
Study and WELCA Bible Study are strong in attendance.  The YA group has ended.   Request for left over VBS 
funds to be transferred to discipleship; granted.   
Intern Eric: 4-week Bible Study starting in January at all 3 campuses.  14 youth attended the Christmas party. 
LEADERSHIP REPORTS: 
Administration-Dave: Railing repair proposals received for EM campus.    
Care-Carol: no report 
Discipleship-Jennifer: Christmas party went well. 
Epiphany-Stan: heat pumps and roof in Day Care buildings need attention.  Advent services going well.  Soup 
lunches well attended.  Cantata on Christmas Day at 10:15 service.   
Gold Canyon-Glen: Issues dealing with the success of the building being well used were discussed. 
Mission-Ron: Suriname trip well on the way to being funded by musical programs. 

Welcome-Keri: hockey game had 30 people. 
Worship-Bobbi: things going well. 
ELCA Women-Ginny: no report 
Vice Pres.-Steve: attended EC, Finance, Intern, Space Needs and Utilization Task Force, welcome committee 
meetings. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Next Meeting, January 17, 2012 at 7:00pm 
January Devotions-Dave Anderson 
Newsletters-January 2012 issue-Dave Anderson; February 2012 issue-Bob Keller 
MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT:  8:58pm   
CLOSE:  Lord's Prayer 
Respectfully submitted, Tracie Curtis, Secretary 


